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Santa Cruz 


Island 


Proj 


Cer 


St. eileen Sully, 


L ate! 


Ait Lek vo ee poy tenn CELA é teaeda. 


A 


alle 


ANT Rising majestically 23 miles 


off the Santa Barbara coast in 
California, wild and rugged 


Cruz Santa Cruz Island 1s a sanctu- 


ary in time. Its size, isolation 
from the mainland, biological 
Is ani diversity, and rich history 
combine to make the 96 square 


mile island a unique and very important part of Califor- 
nia’s heritage. 


The largest and most topographically diverse of the 
eight Channel Islands, Santa Cruz stretches approx- 
imately 24 miles in length, is from two to seven miles 
wide, and encompasses 62,000 acres of land. Here are 
found examples of metamorphic, igneous, and sedimen- 
tary rock, major earthquake faults, Indian middens, 
fresh-water streams, creeks, and springs, and biotic 
communities that range from grassland to riparian 
woodland to coastal beaches and dunes. With its pris- 
tine coastline, two mountain ranges rising to 2,400 feet 
and 1,500 feet, pastoral central valley, and endemic 
plants and animals, Santa Cruz Island resembles a mini- 
ature continent. 


The island supports a remarkable flora and fauna. 
Over 600 species of plants are found on the island in ten 
different plant communities. About 40 plant species are 
restricted to the Channel Islands, and eight of these 
occur only on Santa Cruz. Notable examples of these 
island endemic plants include the Santa Cruz Island 
Ironwood and the Island Oak. Over 130 species of land 
birds have been identified on the island. The Santa Cruz 
Island Scrub Jay is representative of island endemism, 
being larger and bluer than its mainland counterpart. 
Of the 13 species of terrestrial mammals on Santa Cruz, 
the Island Fox is a well-known endemic animal charac- 
terized by its small size, daytime foraging habits and 
docile nature. Hundreds of seals and sea lions find 
refuge in the island’s protected coves. The 77 miles of 
shoreline cliffs, beaches, offshore rocks and tidepools 
provide an important breeding habitat for colonies of 
nesting sea birds and support a wide variety of crusta- 
ceans, mollusks, and other shoreline animals and plants. 


Removed from extensive human impact by its loca- 
nd conscientious private ownership, Santa Cruz 
with its unique assemblege of landforms, hab- 
plant and animal life — stands as a living 
of primeval America. 


Prehistoric occupancy of Santa Cruz Island is dated 
before 5500 BC, and estimates of the Chumash Indian 
population on the island at the time explorer Juan 
Rodriguez Cabrillo “recorded” it in 1542 range from 
2,000 to 3,000. Among the estimated 3,000 archae- 
ological sites is the former principal island settlement of 


the Chumash. 


In 1839, 25 years after the last of the Chumash Indi- 
ans were removed to missions, the island was granted to 
Andres Castillero by the Governor of California. In 
1857, Castillero sold the island to an Englishman, 
William E. Barron, who in 1869 sold to a group of San 
Francisco businessmen who formed the Santa Cruz 
Island Company. In 1880 Justinian Caire became the 
principal owner and established a colony of mostly 
French and Italian immigrants on the island. This early 
ranching operation produced, among other things, wal- 
nuts, olives, cattle, sheep, honey, almonds and some of 
the finest early California wines under the Santa Cruz 


Island label. 


In 1937, Edwin L. Stanton of Los Angeles acquired 
the western nine-tenths of the island and concentrated 
on cattle ranching. In 1957, Edwin’s son, Dr. Carey 
Stanton, returned to Santa Cruz Island to take on the 
task of managing the ranch. Along with Ranch Man- 
ager Henry Duffield, Dr. Stanton continues to run a 
“functioning nineteenth century cattle ranch.” 


In 1975, Dr. Stanton approached The Nature Conser- 
vancy about a possible joint conservation effort to 
ensure preservation of the island. Through a generous 
arrangement with Dr. Stanton and an outpouring of 
public support, The Nature Conservancy was able to 
acquire an interest in the Santa Cruz Island Company 
property by 1978. 

Today, a conservation partnership exists between The 
Nature Conservancy and the Santa Cruz Island Com- 
pany. Included within the boundaries of the new Chan- 
nel Islands National Park, the Santa Cruz Island Project 
of The Nature Conservancy will provide for continued 
protection, research, and educational use of this pri- 
vately-owned land. 


Management 


Proper management of the Santa Cruz Island’s biolog- 
ical and historical treasures requires the use of careful 
stewardship practices based on sound scientific 
research. The Conservancy’s Santa Cruz Island Pre- 
serve Management Plan calls for continued emphasis 
upon research and assessment of various plant and ani- 
mal species and communities, geological formations, 
and archaeological sites. In cooperation with Dr. Carey 
Stanton and the existing University of California Natu- 
ral Land and Water Reserve Research facilities, a pro- 
gram of directed research and restoration continues. 


Educational programs specifically related to Santa 
Cruz Island will continue both on and off the island. A 
film and slide program are available for use by inter- 
ested groups, and lectures by project staff may be 
arranged. 


Although limited public use of Santa Cruz Island 
will be encouraged, the island’s biotic communities are 
extremely fragile, and intensive recreational develop- 
ment and use would be disastrous. A Public Use Plan 
provides for those uses which (1) do not threaten the 
island’s natural resources, and (2) serve to emphasize 
the island’s biological and historical importance. 
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Access 


Due to its isolation from the mainland, consequent 
costs of transportation, and fragility of certain portions 
of the island, access to Santa Cruz Island is strictly 
limited. Yachtsmen may obtain landing permits by 
writing the Santa Cruz Island Company at 515 South 
Flower Street, Los Angeles, CA 90071. These permits 
allow daytime landing and list strict rules governing 
activity on the island. 

There are no established trails, camping facilities, or 
services of any kind on Santa Cruz Island. 


A limited number of naturalist-led day-trips to Pel- 
ican Bay are scheduled each year. Groups representing 
educational, research, and non-profit organizations are 
eligible to request reservations. Inquiries regarding 
these periodic trips may be made by contacting the 
Santa Cruz Island Project Office in Santa Barbara. 


va 
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Funding 


The Nature Conservancy’s Santa Cruz Island Project 
began with a gift of land and the acquisition from the 
Santa Cruz Island Company of 5 4,500 acres at a cost of 
$2.6 million. A major corporate gift provided a large 
sum to begin the drive for funds, and then individuals, 
foundations, and corporations participated in the mas- 
sive effort to raise additional money for the acquisition. 
A second fund-raising drive resulted in the establish- 
ment of a preserve fund which has been instrumental in 
providing for Nature Conservancy stewardship of Santa 
Cruz Island. Continuous financial support is necessary 
to ensure permanent protection of this important land- 
form. Your contribution to the Santa Cruz Island Pro- 
ject will help provide for continued research, 
educational programs, and general island stewardship. 


Conservancy 


A private, non-profit membership organization, the 
Conservancy was incorporated in 1951 in the District of 
Columbia for scientific and educational purposes. Since 
its inception the Conservancy has preserved over 2 mil- 
lion acres — including forests, swamps, streams, pra- 
iries, deserts, marshes, and mountains — throughout the 
United States, Canada, and Latin America. It has 
focused significant efforts upon the protection of islands 
and island groups, including preservation of Virginia 
and North Carolina Barrier Islands, Maine coastal 
islands, and the San Juan Islands in Washington State. 


Join The Nature 


onservancy 


Your contribution of $10 or more to the Santa Cruz 
Island Project entitles you to all regular member bene- 
fits of The Nature Conservancy including a quarterly 
newsletter on the Santa Cruz Island Project and access 
to over 30 preserves in California. 


Enclosed is my special contribution of $_____— for 
The Santa Cruz Island Project. 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Please send this form with your tax deductible check 
payable to The Nature Conservancy/ Santa Cruz Island 
Project, 213 Stearns Wharf, Santa Barbara, CA 93101. 
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